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SECTION 00100

INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS

1.
RECEIPT AND OPENING OF BIDS

The New England Hindu Temple, Inc. of Ashland, Massachusetts, the Owner, invites sealed bids   for the Sewer Construction and appurtenant works. The bid could also be in the form attached.
Bids will be received by the Owner at place, date, and time specified in the Invitation to Bid.

Any bid that does not conform to the instructions given here owner reserves the right to accept or reject the bid. Any bid may be withdrawn prior to the above scheduled time for the opening of bids or authorized postponement thereof. Any bid received after the time and date specified shall not be considered. No bidder may withdraw a bid for 30 days after the actual date of the opening of bids. Should there be reasons why the contract cannot be awarded within the specified period; the time may be extended by mutual agreement of the Owner and the Bidder.

2.
PREPARATION OF BID

All bids must be submitted either on Lump sum with some details or on the Bid Proposal form included in the bid-package. All blank spaces for bid prices shall be filled in, in INK or typewritten, in both words and figures as applicable, and executed when submitted.

The bid must be submitted in a sealed envelope bearing on the outside the name of the Bidder, his address, and the name of the Project for which the bid is submitted. If forwarded by mail, the sealed envelope containing the bid must be enclosed in another envelope addressed to The New England Hindu Temple, Inc., P.O Box 1716, Framingham, MA 01701-0201 by any means with a proof of mailing so as to reach by the stated bid submission dead line and ensure to mark on the outside of the envelope "Bid for Sewer Connection Contract No. 1".

3. 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK - SCOPE OF WORK

The scope of work is to furnish and install sewer connection to the Framingham sewer system including all appurtenant works. The construction work is on the Temple’s property in Ashland, connection to the existing manhole on Waverly Street through Waverly Estates in Framingham and appurtenant works.

3.1 All work shall be in accordance with the contract documents consisting of a set of drawings and Specifications.
3.2 Contractor shall visit the site and become familiar prior to submitting his bid     proposal.

3.3 Sewer construction shall include supplying all the needed materials, structures needed, excavation, ledge blasting where needed, restoring all disturbed areas to the original condition or better.
3.4   Appurtenant works; and project close out.

The Owner reserves the right to decrease or increase the scope of work, if so warranted.

Bid form reflect the estimated quantities included in the contract.

The contract documents, in addition to these specifications, include the following drawings: dated October 2012:

Drawing No.

Title
---


Cover Sheet

1 General Notes, Legend, Etc.

2 Site Plan 

3 Profile 

4 Details 1

5 Details 2

Definitions applicable to this work are as follows:

Owner -  
The New England Hindu Temple, Inc. (NEHTI)



117 Waverley Street



Ashland, MA 01721

And/or their designated person(s).
4. METHOD OF BIDDING 

        The bidding can be
A. By Lump sum bidding with details for the whole project with some important break downs or .
B. By Using Bid form listed in this document

The form of proposal which follows consists of items of work for which lump sum prices are requested, certain unit price items, the quantities, prices and total amounts of which are stipulated and items for which materials and manufacturers of bid items are requested.  Each bid shall state a unit price for each unit price item and a lump sum price for each lump sum item not already stipulated.  Each unit price shall be multiplied by the quantity of the particular item and the extended price stated as the total amount for the item.  All such total amounts shall be added together with the sum of all lump sum prices and stipulated total amounts and the grand total stated as the total amount of the bid.  

5.
QUALIFICATION OF BIDDER   

Bidders participating in this project must be a licensed drain layers in the town of Framingham and Town of Ashland and such evidences to be submitted with the bids. The Owner and/or the Sewer Site Engineer may make such investigation as deemed necessary to determine the ability of the bidders to perform the work, and the bidders shall furnish to the Owner all such information data for this purpose as the Owner may request.  No award will be made to any bidder who cannot meet and provide all of the following information with the bid.
5.1
Name of Bidder

5.2
Business Address

5.3
When Organized

5.4
Where Incorporated

5.5
How many years have been engaged in the contracting business under the present firm name.

5.6
Contracts on hand.  Submit list of gross amount of each contract with percentage completion, and man-hour demand.

5.7
Bidder shall not have defaulted on any contract within three years prior to the bid date.

5.8
Bidder shall maintain a permanent place of business.

5.9
Bidder shall have adequate qualified personnel and equipment to perform the work expeditiously. List the equipments owned by the firm.

5.10
Bidder shall have satisfactory financial status to meet obligations incidental to the work. Supply firm’s financial statement for the fiscal year ended.

5.11
Credit Available. Furnish written evidence.

5.12
Bidder shall have appropriate technical experience satisfactory to the Owner in the class of work involved.

5.13
Bidder shall be currently registered with the Secretary of State of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to do business in Massachusetts. Attach state certificate of paid taxes.

5.14
Bidder shall not have failed to perform satisfactorily on contracts of a similar nature.

5.15
Bidder shall not have failed to complete previous contracts on time.

5.16
Three references for similar projects that you have worked on;

             5.17
Summary of your current/latest similar project. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any bid if the foregoing requirements are not satisfied or if any other evidence fails to satisfy the Owner that such bidder is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the Contract and to complete the work contemplated therein.  In addition, Owner reserves the right to request additional information if warranted. Conditional bids will not be accepted.  

6.
BID SECURITY   

For details see Bid deposit details specified in the invitation to Bid.

7.
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES FOR FAILURE TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT

The successful bidder will be notified by NETHI of the acceptance of his/her bid.  The bidder within 2 days has to communicate to NETHI in writing either of their acceptance or refusal of the offer. When the bidder accepts the offer, bidder is expected to deliver the required executed copy of the contract, bid bonds and all insurances within 10 days from the date of acceptance of the offer. Failing to notify the acceptance or refusal of the offer within 2 days or failing to submit the executed contract with bid bonds and all insurance documents within 10 days, will result in forfeiting the bid deposit as liquidated damages.   
8.
TIME OF COMPLETION AND LIQUIDATED DAMAGES   

Bidders must agree to commence work on or before the date to be specified in the “Notice to Proceed" issued by the Owner and to attain Final completion of the project within 60 consecutive calendar days as stated in the contract.
In case the Contractor fails to complete the Contract Work satisfactorily on or before the date of completion fixed herein or as duly extended by written authorization of the Owner, the Contractor agrees that the Owner shall deduct from the payments due to the Contractor the sum of One thousand dollars ($1000.00) for each calendar day of delay, which sum is agreed upon not as a penalty, but as fixed and liquidated damages for each day of such delay.  If the payments due to the Contractor are less than the amount of such liquidated damages, said damages shall be deducted from any monies due or to become due to the Contractor, and, in case such damages shall exceed the amount of all monies due or to become due to the Contractor, the Contractor or his surety shall pay the balance to the Owner.  Allowance will be made in the time of completion for final pavement resurfacing delayed by order of the Owner and Sewer Site Engineer because of weather or other uncontrollable conditions.
9.
CONDITION OF WORK  

Each Bidder must inform himself fully of the conditions relating to the construction of the project and the employment of labor thereon.  Failure to do so will not relieve a successful bidder of his obligation to furnish all material and labor necessary to carry out the provisions of his Contract.  Insofar as possible, each Contractor in carrying out his work, must employ such method or means as will not cause any interruptions of or interference with the work of any other Contractor or existing utilities or conditions.

10.
ADDENDA AND INTERPRETATIONS

No interpretation of the meaning of the plans, specifications or other pre-bid documents will be made to any bidder orally. Every request for such interpretation should be communicated to the Temple Manager, and to be given consideration, must be received at least three working days prior to the date fixed for the opening of bids. Any and all such interpretations and any supplemental instructions will be in the form of written addenda to the specifications which, if issued, will be communicated all the bidders electronically by temple Manager and will be posted on temple website as an addenda.   Failure of any bidder to receive any such addendum or interpretation shall not relieve such bidder from any obligation under his/her bid as submitted.  All addenda so issued shall become part of the Contract Documents.

11.
INFORMATION NOT GUARANTEED

All information given on the Drawings or in the other Contract Documents relating to subsurface and other conditions, natural phenomena, existing utilities, and other structures is from the best sources at present available to the Owner/Sewer Site Engineer. All such information is furnished only for the information and convenience of bidders and is not guaranteed by the Owner or the Sewer Site Engineer.

It is agreed and understood that the Owner and the Sewer Site Engineer does not warrant or guarantee that the subsurface or other conditions, natural phenomena, existing utilities, or other structures encountered during construction will be the same as those indicated on the Drawings or in the other Contract Documents.

It is agreed further and understood that no bidder or contractor shall use or be entitled to use any of the information made available to him or obtained in any examination made by him in any manner as a basis of or ground for any claim or demand against the Owner or the Sewer Site Engineer, arising from or by reason of any variance which may exist between the information made available and the actual subsurface or other conditions, natural phenomena, existing utilities or other structures actually encountered during the construction work, except as may otherwise be expressly provided for in the Contract Documents.

12.
SECURITY FOR FAITHFUL PERFORMANCE

Simultaneously with his delivery of the executed contract, the Contractor shall furnish a Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment Bond, each in the amount of 100 percent of the contract bid price as security for faithful performance of this Contract and for the payment of all persons performing labor on the project under this Contract and furnishing materials in connection with this Contract, as specified in the General Conditions included herein.  The surety on such bond or bonds shall be by a duly authorized surety company satisfactory to the Owner and licensed in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

13.
POWER OF ATTORNEY   

Attorney-in-fact who sign bid bonds or contract bonds must file with each bond a certified and effectively dated copy of their power of attorney.

14.
NOTICE OF SPECIAL CONDITIONS

Attention is particularly called to the General Conditions, which deal with the following:

A.
Inspection and testing of materials

B.
Insurance requirements

C.
Work on private property
D.
Order of Conditions from the Conservation Commission (s)

E. Blasting, permit from the Fire Department.
F. Permission from Tree warden if required by the town of Ashland or Framingham
15.
LAWS AND REGULATIONS   

The bidder's attention is directed to the fact that all applicable Federal Laws, State laws, municipal ordinances, and the rules and regulations of all authorities having jurisdiction over construction of the project shall apply to the Contract throughout, and they will be deemed to be included in the Contract the same as though herein written out in full.

16. METHOD OF AWARD AND NOTICE TO PROCEED
The notice of award shall be accompanied by the necessary Agreement and bonds.  If any bidder fails to perform his agreement to execute a Contract and furnish a Performance Bond and a Labor and Material or Payment Bond as stated in his bid and the required insurance certificates, his bid deposit shall become  the property of the Owner as liquidated damages, provided that, in case of death, disability or other unforeseen circumstances affected the bidder, his bid deposit may be returned to him, provided further that the amount of the bid deposit to be retained shall not exceed the difference between the low bid and the bid of the next lowest eligible bidder.

The Owner within five (5) days of receipt of acceptable Performance Bond, Payment Bond and Agreement signed by the party to whom the agreement was awarded shall sign the Agreement and return to such party an executed duplicate of the Agreement.  Should the Owner not execute the Agreement within such period, the Bidder may by written notice withdraw his signed Agreement.  Such notice of withdrawal shall be effective upon receipt of the notice by the Owner.

The Notice to proceed shall be issued within five (5) days of the execution of the Agreement by the Owner.  Should there be reasons why the Notice to Proceed cannot be issued within such period; the time may be extended by mutual agreement between the Owner and Contractor.  If the Notice to proceed is not issued within the five (5) day period or within the period mutually agreed upon, the Contractor may terminate the Agreement without further liability on the part of either party. The Contractor shall start work in ten (10) days after the receipt of the Notice of Proceed.

17.
OBLIGATION OF BIDDER   

At the time of the opening of bids, each bidder will be presumed to have inspected the site and to have read and to be thoroughly familiar with the plans and Contract Documents (including all addenda).  The failure or omission of any bidder to examine any form, instrument or document shall in no way relieve any bidder from any obligation in respect to his bid.  

The Bidders must satisfy themselves of the accuracy of the estimated quantities in the Bid schedule by examination of the site and a review of the drawings and specification including addenda.  After bids have been submitted, the Bidder shall not assert that there     was a misunderstanding concerning the quantities of work or of the nature of the work done.

The Owner shall provide to bidders prior to bidding all information available, which is pertinent to, and delineates and describes, the land owned and rights-of-way acquired or to be acquired. 

The Contract Documents contain the provisions required for the construction of the project.  Information obtained from an officer, agent, or employee of the Owner, the Sewer Site Engineer, or any other person shall not affect the risks or obligations assumed by the Contractor or relieve him from fulfilling any of the conditions of the Contract.

18.
DISQUALIFICATION OF BIDDER

More than one proposal for a single contract from an individual, a firm, partnership, a corporation or an association under the same or different names will not be considered.  Reasonable ground for believing that any bidder is interested in more than one proposal for a single contract will cause rejection of all proposals in which the bidder is interested. Any or all proposals will be rejected if there is reason for believing that collusion exists among the bidders and all participants in such collusion will not be considered in future proposals for the same work. Proposals in which prices are obviously unbalanced may be rejected.

19.
MANUFACTURERS EXPERIENCE   

Wherever it is written that an equipment manufacturer must have a specified period of experience with his product, equipment which does not meet the specified experience period can be considered if the equipment supplier or manufacturer is willing to provide a efficiency bond or cash deposit for the duration of the specified time period, which is the anticipated life of the particular type of equipment, amount of bond or cash deposit shall guarantee replacement of the equipment by satisfactory equipment, as determined by the Sewer Site Engineer, in the event of failure of the original equipment.

20.
PERMITS

Permit Fees: It is the responsibility of each bidder to carefully investigate all the needed permit fees and all required fees must be included within the price for each Item. No additional cost or allowance will be considered.  All fees are subject to change without notice. The Contractor must obtain all applicable permits prior to starting the construction. All fees for any and all work as demanded by local, state, and federal authorities shall be paid by the contractor. However, if there is an exemption of any of the fees for the project by any of the agencies then the contractor is not required to give credit to the Owner.

21.
TAXES   

This project is not subject to State Sales and Use of Excise Taxes.  The contractor shall obtain from the Owner a copy of an exemption certificate to be used in lieu of paying the tax on the purchase or rental of all materials and equipment and the cost of transportation thereof. Tax Exempt will be provided by the owner.

22.
PRECONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE   

The Contractor shall not commence work until a conference has been held at which time representatives of the Contractor, Sewer Site Engineer, and Owner are present.  The pre-construction, if needed and said in the invitation bid, conference will be arranged by the Owner who will also invite representatives having jurisdiction and applicable utility companies.

23.
GUARANTEE   

The contractor shall guarantee that the work and services to be performed under the contract, and all workmanship, materials and equipment performed, furnished, used or installed in the construction of the same, shall be free from defects and flaws, and shall be performed and furnished in strict accordance with the drawings, specifications, and other Contract Documents, that the strength of all parts of all manufactured equipment shall be adequate and as specified and that the performance test requirements of the Contract shall be fulfilled.  This guarantee shall be for a period of one year from and after the date of completion and acceptance of the work as stated in the final pay requisition. If part of the work is accepted in accordance with the applicable sections of the General Conditions and applicable State Laws, the guarantee for that part of the work shall be for a period of one year from the date fixed for such acceptance.

If at any time within the said period of the guarantee, with the exception of an emergency, any part of the Work requires repairing, correction or replacement, the Owner may notify the Contractor in writing to make the required repairs, correction, or replacements.  If the Contractor neglects to commence making such repairs, corrections, or replacements to the satisfaction of the Owner within ten (10) days from the date of receipt of such notice, or having commenced fails to prosecute such Work with diligence, the Owner may employ other persons to make the same, and all direct and indirect costs of making said repairs, corrections, or replacements, including compensation for additional professional services, shall be paid by the Contractor.

The resurfaced WEA private roadway shall be guaranteed for 2 years from the date of completion of the road work.  And the performance bond for this portion of the work should cover for the entire period of two years from the date of completion of the road work.
24.
ACCESS TO SITE   

During the construction period, access to the site of work shall be available to the Owner and their representatives and any other agency having jurisdiction to the work under this Contract shall have access to the Work wherever it is in preparation or progress and the Contractor shall provide proper facilities for such access and inspections.

25.
LUMP SUM AND UNIT PRICES   

Those items for which unit prices are shown in the bid sheet shall be considered for separate payment. Compensation for all other work shall be included in the lump sum contract prices unless it is negotiated differently in the contract. Unit prices shall include the entire cost of labor, materials, overhead, profit, bonds, insurance and all other items incidental to completion of the work, and as specified under the Measurement and Payment Section 01152 of these specifications.

26.
OR EQUAL CLAUSE

Attention is directed to the "or equal" clause included in the General Conditions of the Specifications.

27.
SAFETY AND HEALTH REGULATIONS

This project is subject to the Occupational Safety and Health regulations of the U.S. Department of Labor set forth in 29 CFR, Part 1926, and to the Massachusetts Department of Labor and Industries, Division of Industrial Safety "Rules and Regulations for the Prevention of Accidents in Construction Operations Chapter 454, 10.00 CMR et. seq.  Contractors shall be familiar with the requirements of these regulations. Contractors are required to pride police details whenever required during the construction phase.
28.       EXISTING CONDITIONS: Location of all utilities and subsurface structures are from, survey and records of the City/Town, utility companies and are considered approximate as to size and location, and may be incomplete. As indicated on the drawings is only to give general idea of existing conditions to be investigated by the bidder/contractor, and Contractor expressly agrees with the Sewer Site Engineer that the Contractor is responsible to make investigation as needed in the field to verify and accurately locate all utilities lines as it may interfere in the construction operation. The Contractor shall call 1-888-DIG-SAFE and obtain their clearance when they can start digging. For each area of excavation obtain separate Dig-Safe number by clearly informing the area of excavation to all parties recognized by Dig-Safe, and also obtain permission from the municipal authorities for all the underground utilities not covered by the Dig-Safe. Each utility company (private or public) may have certain requirements to work or dig in the vicinity of their line and the contractor shall follow such requirements and their conditions. The Owner and the Sewer Site Engineer - do not warrant the location of underground utilities and take no responsibility if any line(s) is not shown.

29.
Cleanup: The contractor shall cleanup the site of work on daily basis. All materials and equipments shall be stored away and secured properly from possible safety threat to children and abuse by others. The contractor shall have a sweeper on the site for use.  Daily cleanup costs shall be included as part of unit price items or any such other items proportionally. No additional cost is allowed by the Owner for cleanup either on a daily basis or at the end of the project as part of restoration of disturbed areas to original condition.

30.
Dust Control: On a daily basis, the work areas shall be swept clean to minimize dust in the work area. Dust Control shall be by application of calcium chloride in sufficient quantity on all the areas where dust is a problem resulting from the construction activity (roadway, sidewalks, excavation areas, etc.).  At the beginning of each work day there must be adequate quantity of calcium chloride bags at the site, and the Sewer Site Engineer may direct application of calcium chloride at any time during the day to minimize dust. All costs for purchase, storage and application of calcium chloride shall be included in the unit price of other items and no separate bid item is proposed for dust control.

31.
The contractor shall follow the Framingham’s Sewer Construction Standards included in the Appendices.

32. 
Contractor shall provide a method of vehicular access for the WEA residents during the construction on WEA’s private road.
33.
Any and all deadline dates and times may be negotiated and restated to suit the owners need to begin and complete the construction work. The bidder will agree to waive any right to claims under the law or this contract.
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